
graduate and masters-level stu-
dents in the Communication 
Disorders Program at Texas 
State University – San Marcos. A 
primary goal is to create knowl-
edgeable consumers and future 
producers of research. 

The primary research focus in the 
Cognitive-Communication Labora-
tory is to understand the effects of 
cognitive impairments on communi-
cation ability in adults. Specifically, the 
aim is to contribute to existing 
knowledge of language and cognition, 
focusing on executive and memory 
processes and the comprehension 
and production of discourse. 
 
Research from the Cognitive-
Communication Laboratory merges  

the fields of linguistics, neuropsychol-
ogy, cultural anthropology, and com-
munication sciences and disorders to 
explore cognitive-communicative be-
havior in clinical and nonclinical popu-
lations of adults. Examining cultural 
influences on the access and utilization 
of community and therapeutic services 
in normal and disordered populations 
is also a vital aim of the laboratory.  
 
The Cognitive-Communication Labo-
ratory provides supervised experien-
tial research instruction for under-

A stroke blocks the path of needed 

oxygen and nutrients from reaching 

brain cells. Damaged brain cells can 

cause lasting physical and mental 

problems. The symptoms of a stroke 

are often ignored.  

If you see or have any of theses 

symptoms call 911 right away: sud-

den numbness or weakness in the 

face, arm, or leg-especially on one 

side of the body, sudden confusion 

or trouble speaking or understand-

ing, sudden problems seeing in one 

eye or both eyes, sudden dizziness 

or a loss of balance/coordination 

and or sudden severe headache 

with no known cause.  

Sometimes A TIA (transient 

ischemic attack), also called a mini-

stroke has the symptoms of a 

stroke, however they only last a  
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What You Need to Know About Stroke 
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Cognitive-Communication Laboratory’s Recent Scholarly Presentations 
Fleming, V.B. (2008, November). Discourse comprehension and executive function: Understanding age-

related deficits. Paper for technical session presented to American Speech-Language-Hearing Asso-
ciation National Convention, Chicago, IL. 

Harris, J.L. & Fleming, V.B. (2008, May). Test-re-test discourse performance of individuals with Mild 
Cognitive Impairment. Poster presentation at the Clinical Aphasiology Conference, Teton Village, 
WY. 

Mabarak, P., Peevy, A., & Fleming, V.B. (2008, April). Understanding age and memory effects on spo-
ken discourse production. Poster presentation presented at the College of Health Professions 12th 
Annual Faculty/Student Research Forum, San Marcos, TX. 

few minutes and go away. A TIA 

is serious, and is a warning sign of 

a future disabling stroke. It is 

important to talk to your doctor 

before a stroke occurs to find out 

ways to lower your risk of a 

stroke.  

For more information about 

strokes visit the National Institute 

on Aging website at:  http:// 

www.nia.nih.gov 

Would You Like 
to Get Involved in 
Our Research? 

We are looking  for adults 
who are interested in par-
ticipating in research. If 
you are over the age of 18 
and are interested in par-
ticipating in one of our 
studies, please call (512) 

245-1929.  

Make a Difference! Research Participants Needed- Be a Part of MCI/Dementia Assessment  &  Treatment 

Research participants needed for research study, “Understanding age-related deficits in information 

processing .”  The purpose of the study is to find out how well adult readers understand written in-

formation. Call 512-245-1929.  This project is funded by the Research Enhancement Program (REP) 

Texas State– University.  
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REP Funds Research Study 

New Second-Year Students Begin Research in the C2L 
The Cognitive-Communication 

Lab is housed within the depart-

ment of Communication Disor-

ders at Texas State University.   

Graduate and undergraduate 

students gain knowledge about 

the effects of cognitive impair-

ments on communication ability 

in adults. In addition to support-

ing Dr. Fleming  in various areas 

of research in adult neurogenic 

disorders.  

Angela Banduch is a second 

year graduate student studying 

Speech-Language Pathology at 

Texas State University-San Mar-

cos. Angela Banduch earned her 

undergraduate degree at Texas 

State University in Communica-

tion Disor-

ders.  Her 

clinical ex-

perience 

includes 

treatment 

and evalua-

tion of chil-

dren with 

Down syn-

drome, Au-

tism, and language delays.  Angela is 

interested in the treatment of adults 

with dysphagia and neurological disor-

ders.  She is currently an intern at 

Victoria Warm Springs Hospital. 

Lindsay Walling is a second-year 

graduate student in Speech-Language 

Pathology at Texas State University in 

San Marcos.  Lindsay earned her 

bachelor’s degree from the University  

of Texas at Austin in Communication 

Studies.  Her interests include treat-

ment of cognitive communication dis-

orders and 

their implica-

tions on func-

tional com-

munication 

skills in the 

adult popula-

tion.  Outside 

of school, she 

enjoys jog-

ging, traveling, 

and spending 

time with her friends and family. 

 

 

of change in spoken discourse: Close 

linguistic inspection.” The purpose 

of this retrospective study will be to 

examine a corpus of spoken dis-

course samples and to determine 

how executive function contributes 

to spoken discourse production. 

The specific aims of the project are 

to 1) determine the dynamics of the 

relationships among age, compo-

nents of executive function, and 

spoken discourse production ability 

and 2) continuing the investigation of 

the utility of a spoken discourse 

Texas State's Research Enhance-

ment Program (REP)  is an inter-

nally funded grant competition 

intended to encourage and pro-

vide support for faculty research 

and other creative activities. All 

full-time Texas State faculty mem-

bers, tenured or tenure-track, are 

eligible to apply. Dr. Valarie B. 

Fleming, Director of the Cognitive

-Communication Laboratory (C2L) 

recently received  a 2009 REP 

grant in the amount $8000 to fund 

the study “Underlying mechanism 

production task as a brief assess-

ment of cognitive-communicative 

ability in normal and pathologically 

aging adults. The significance of this 

study lies in its potential to provide 

an explanation for the discrepancies 

in current age-related spoken dis-

course production literature as well 

as provide important foundational 

information necessary to advance 

knowledge of discourse and execu-

tive function in order to design 

more sensitive assessment tools and 

treatment in disordered populations. 

    T H E  C O G N I T I V E - C O M M U N I C A T I O N  L A B O R A T O R Y    

Danielle R. Devore is Dr. Fleming’s Research Assistant. Danielle is a first-year 

graduate student studying Speech-Language Pathology at Texas State University. 

Her research interests include age-related deficits  in individuals from diverse 

backgrounds. In addition to working in the lab, Ms. Devore is  the graduate 

student representative. Ms. Devore received her undergraduate degree from 

the University of Houston. Prior to graduate school, Ms. Devore worked in 

Early Childhood Intervention as a bilingual speech-pathology assistant serving 

the greater Houston area. Ms. Devore is  currently researching discourse com-

prehension and the predictability of  the Mini-Mental State Examination. 

Angela Banduch 

Lindsay Walling 

  
“Working in the 

Cognitive Com-

munication Lab 

under Dr. Flem-

ing has allowed 

me to contribute 

to ongoing re-

search and take 

initiative in my 

areas of interest.” 

- Danielle Devore 

  

Danielle Devore 
 

C2L Welcomes New Research Assistant 


